
 

 

Creating Local Behavioral Health System  
Request for Applications Frequently Asked Questions 

 
How can I get a copy of the 8/26/19 pre-application webinar slides?  
PowerPoint slides have been emailed to all registered pre-application webinar 
participants. An edited version of the webinar with slides is available here.  
  
Who do we contact to talk through our project ideas?  
Please email mrenner@mffh.org with questions regarding your project ideas and/or to set 
up an appointment to talk more about project ideas for this funding opportunity.  
  
Are you planning to fund a certain number of grants per region?  
We welcome applications from across the service region, however there is not a specified 
number we anticipate funding per region.  Each application will be reviewed on its merits 
and how well it fits with this funding strategy for creating local behavioral health systems 
change. We strongly recommend that applicants coordinate with others in their local 
systems to develop joint applications within regions whenever that makes sense to achieve 
proposed objectives.  
Are there any priority populations the Foundation has in mind for this opportunity?   
No, we do not have priority populations beyond the scope of people who are served in 
some way by the behavioral health system. The Foundation encourages applicants to 
identify the critical needs and opportunities bubbling up in your communities and design 
projects to address those at a systems level.  We recognize that communities’ strengths and 
barriers will vary, as will potential solutions to create positive systems change.  
  
Can we submit letters of support in addition to the formal Memoranda 
of Understanding?    
We do not require letters of support for this opportunity. Support from the community and 
organizations may be noted within your application narrative and, for partners that will be 
actively engaged at some level, you may also include signed Memoranda of Understanding.  
  
You are not trying to fund a single organization but a collaboration of organizations? Can 
an individual agency apply for programmatic funding under this opportunity to add or 
expand services?   
This application requires that one organization serve as the lead. Since systems change work 
is by nature a collaborative endeavor, we anticipate that the lead organization will partner 
with one or more other organizations to implement their project effectively. The application 
narrative should describe the role of each anticipated partner and Memoranda of 
Understanding for each are encouraged to be submitted. This funding opportunity is for 
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systems-level change broadly and not to implement or expand a program within a single 
organization (unless a convincing case can be made that doing so will create change across 
the local system).   
  
Would this be appropriate funding to replicate a successful networking/collaboration 
model in another locality?  
Possibly. The application would need to explain why the model would be the right fit to 
create local systems change in another locality, expected objectives and outcomes, and how 
the lead organization would engage local partners in the new collaborative network.   
  
Can an organization submit as a lead or applicant or be included as an MOU partner and 
still submit an application to other MFH funding opportunities?   
Yes.  Participating in this application process does not affect any other current or future 
MFH funding opportunities.  
  
Can an organization submit as the lead on more than one application for this Creating 
Local Behavioral Health System Change opportunity?   
No. An organization can, however, serve as a lead applicant and also as an MOU partner for 
another organization’s application.  
  
When will applicants be notified?    
Awards will be announced late December 2019, with projects anticipated to start February 
1, 2020.   
  
Please clarify the amount available.   
$3.5M is available to support up to 10 projects of up to 36-months in duration. Project costs 
will vary depending on the scope of the proposed project. Please ensure that the budget 
and budget narrative align with and support the activities in the application narrative.   
  
Does having a larger organization serve as the lead applicant make for a stronger 
application?   
No. Applications will be reviewed on the strength of the proposed project to create local 
behavioral health system change within a budget that is reasonable and aligned with the 
application narrative. Organizations serving as the lead applicant should have the capacity 
to implement project activities, manage partnerships, and administer grant funds 
appropriately.    
  
Are multiple partners or funding required for a collaborative group?    
There is no minimum or maximum number of partners required. We recognize that since 
systems-change work is by nature a collaborative endeavor, we anticipate that the lead 
organization will partner with one or more other organizations to implement their project 
effectively. Partners may provide human, financial, or other resources to the proposed 
project. A Memorandum of Understanding should be included with the application if a 



partner will be compensated for their contribution. No additional or matching funding is 
required.  

 


